It is familiarization with the normal that is perhaps the most difficult task in electrocardiography. We have found a composite electrocardiogramn ( fig. 1) NORMAL COMPOSITE ELECTROCARDIOGRAM Even a casual study of the composite electrocardiogram recalls some of the classical empirical electrocardiographic observations: a flat or inverted T in lead I or II is not normal; the normal range of S-T elevation in the middle chest leads and lead II is quite labile; an inverted T in lead III is not necessarily pathologic, especially as an isolated finding, etc.
Such composite electrocardiograms might prove useful in pediatric cardiology, where the amount of any individual experience with specific ages is less than in the broad age spectrum of adult cardiology.
The same word of caution found in the preface to the Electrocardiographic Test Book2 concerning the size of the sample from which some of the ranges were drawn also applies, of course, to the composite electrocardiogram. Also, certain combinations of borderline values probably do not occur except pathologically. For instance, the range of values for the heart's electric axis as calculated from the extremes of the QRS complexes in leads I and III of the composite electrocardiogram is -3 to 107 degrees, whereas the range of normality given by Jackson and Winsor3 is -30 to 102 degrees.
With awareness of the limitations of the composite electrocardiogram it has been found to be a useful tool in the understanding of electrocardiography.
